
What are minerals?

Minerals are solid substances that are present in nature and can be
made of one element or more elements combined together. Gold, Silver
and carbon are elements that form minerals on their own. They are
called native elements. Instead, ordinary kitchen salt is a chemical
compound that is called rock salt, which is a mineral formed of sodium
and chlorine ions. Atoms, ions and molecules that form a mineral are
present in the space in a tidy way and according to well-defined
geometrical shapes, which are called crystal lattices. The structure of
the crystal lattice defines the shape of the crystal as we see it. For
example, rock salt or kitchen salt is a mineral formed of cubic-shaped
crystals. Its crystal lattice has the same shape and consists of sodium
and chlorine ions that are present in the space in alternate order.

COPPER
According to the Royal Society of Chemistry, copper, meaning 'from the island
of Cyprus,' received its name based on the large amount of copper the Roman
Empire acquired from Cyprus. Copper has no line of powder the shine of it its
metallic it’s transparency is opaque so you can’t see through it. You can plot it
with a coin and it’s not magnetic.

PYRITE
Pyrite is a brass-yellow mineral with a bright metallic luster. It forms at high and
low temperatures and occurs, usually in small quantities , Pyrite is so common
that many geologists would consider it to be a ubiquitous mineral. Pyrite
concept line is greenish-black it’s transparency is opaque. You can plot it with a
piece of glass and it’s ferromagnetic.

CALCITE
Calcite’s concept line is white the shine of it is gaudy and it’s transparency is
translucent unlike the others. You plot it with a piece of glass and it’s
ferromagnetic. Some geologists consider it to be a "ubiquitous mineral" - one
that is found everywhere.

Quartz is a chemical compound consisting of one part silicon and two
parts oxygen. Quartz’s concept line is white the shine of it is gaudy
and it’s transparency is translucent. You can plot it with a piece of
glass and it’s not magnetic.

Magnesium’s concept line is dark black the shine of it is gaudy and it’s
transparency is opaque. You can plot it with your fingernails so you
can see that its not that hard like the others and it’s not magnetic.
Magnesium is also a mineral that's crucial to the body's function.
Magnesium helps keep blood pressure normal, bones strong, and the
heart rhythm steady.
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CHROME
Chrome doesn’t have a line of powder, the shine of it is metallic and the
transparency of it is opaque. It’s hard to map it with a knife and it’s not
magnetic. Chromite is an oxide mineral composed of chromium, iron, and
oxygen.


